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1Dulcimer Players News is long overdue for having 
something from DeeDee Tibbits in the magazine.  
Our first track, “Chasing the Wind,” is a perfect 

choice to open this quarter’s Sampler CD. It is one of 
DeeDee’s originals and is from her latest recording, 
From the Inside Looking Out. It reminds me of a pleas-
ant start to a new day. Read more about it and order 
one for yourself on page 48.

2-3 I’m listing these two tracks together 
because they’re part of two stories. The 
first is that of the artists, Stephen Sei-

fert, and Lloyd Wright. In 2001 they shared an apart-
ment in Nashville, TN just down the street from David 
Schnaufer. The music flowed, and in the course of a 
weekend shortly before Wright moved back to his home 
state, Texas, he and Seifert recorded a CD of duets. You 
can download a copy at www.stephenseifert.com.  
The second story is our Deconstructing Fiddle Tunes 
article which begins on page 8. The article refers to both 
“Whiskey Before Breakfast,” (track 2, Wright and Seifert 
actually called it “Borsch Before Breakfast”) and “Soldier’s 
Joy” (track 3).

4 Mark Wade also contributes to the Deconstructing 
Fiddle Tunes story with a look (on page 15) at how 
fiddle tunes resemble conversational speech. As 

an example of this, he contributed the well known tune 
“Liberty” from his latest CD, Grassroots. Oh my good-
ness this is a great CD! Check it out, along with Mark’s 
growing list of great instructional books, at www.marka-
lanwade.com.

5-6We owe a big thank you to Joellen Lapi-
dus who has been a prolific contributor to 
mountain dulcimer throughout her career, 

and specifically for her continued support of DPN. She 
has a great new CD out and generously offers a couple 
selections for the Sampler CD: “Dance and Sing,” (track 5) 
and “Kurt’s Song,” (track 6). Read more about the new CD 
and the stories behind the songs in Robert Force’s review, 
beginning on page 49.  

7 Timothy Seaman’s continuing series for hammered 
dulcimer players, Separate Your Hands Like a Pi-
anist, begins on page 34. In part 3 he uses “Star of 

the County Down” as his sample tune, and includes this 
beautiful, fully arranged version as an example of how to 
put the technique into practice. 

8 Among the many benefits of dulcimer playing are 
the friendships made with fellow players. Neal and 
Coleen Walters’ CD, Old Friends, celebrates both 

the friends and the tunes learned from them along the 
way. This track is “Tumbalaika” and it’s Neal’s mountain 
dulcimer adaptation of Nina Gerber’s guitar version of 
this traditional lullaby. Read more about the Old Friends 
recording on page 51.

9 Do you know what a descant is? If not, you will after 
reading Chuck Boody’s article, Creating Descants, 
beginning on page 26. “Matsäkukia” is a beautiful 

arrangement and recording of a traditional Finnish tune 
sent in by Chuck to go with the article. 

10 “Angeline the Baker” is one of the most popular 
jam tunes for dulcimer clubs and festivals. The 
Mandalay Bay Strummers show us why in their 

contribution to our Sampler CD. Read more about their 
new recording, Meet the Mandalay Bay Strummers, on 
page 50.  

11-12 These two tracks are teaching 
versions of “Star of the County 
Down” to go along with Tim 

Seaman’s article on page 34. Cut 11 has very simple 
chords, and cut 12 is slightly more complex.


